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Summary

From the 20/01/2012 - 18/02/2012, OA East carried out an archaeological watching
brief at Fordington, Lincolnshire (TF 4144 7145). The brief required the observation
of two parallel machine excavated trenches 250m long, 0.6m wide and 0.9m deep,
along with a 5m by 5m and 0.5m deep strip for a new borehole and the required
electric cables and water piping. No archaeological features were found.
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1 GEoLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.1.1

The site is located in a heavily wooded stream valley within an almost fen-like
landscape (c. 10m AOD) made up of large arable ditched fields. The natural geology is
Till boulder clay over cretaceous chalks.

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1.1

21.2

2.1.3

214

The site is situated less than 1km from the medieval settlement of Fordington, a
Scheduled Monument. Extensive medieval remains (HER 42023, 42030 &42031) have
been recovered in association with the Deserted Medieval Village (HER 43618).

Prehistoric flints have been recovered within the area (HER 42024) as well as a
Neolithic polished stone axe (HER 42686).

Cropmarks have revealed the presence of Bronze Age round barrows (HER 43193 &
43194) and a Neolithic Long Barrow (HER 43174) which was subsequently evaluated.

Roman coins have also been discovered in the area (HER 42022 &42026)

3 MEeTHODOLOGY

3.1.1  The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

3.1.2 The Brief required that the machine excavation of two service trenches and a borehole
be monitored by a qualified archaeologist.

3.1.3 The area of investigation was located in a wooded valley in the village of Fordington
near the existing Water Treatment Works.

3.1.4 Trench locations were recorded at appropriate scales and digital photographs were
taken of the excavation and trenches.

3.1.5 Site conditions were cold and overcast with some showers. Parts of the site were found
to be waterlogged, but this did not impede observation of the work as trenches were
pumped clear of water allowing the work to be monitored.

4 REsuLTs

4.1 Service Trenches and Borehole

411 The 2 parallel service trenches were excavated through an early 20™ Century farm

trackway. In the trench section 0.4m of hardcore was overlying 0.2m of mid yellowish
brown subsoil. This overlay the natural Till clay in both trenches. The only variation in
the section was seen at the northern end of the trenches, which passed through a
palaeochannel for approximately 10m. This was seen in section as a mid bluish grey
loamy alluvial clay.
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4.1.2 The location stripped for the excavation of a new bore hole was located in an area
disturbed by service cables and modern hardcore had been lain across the area. The
section showed 0.2m of modern hardcore overlying 0.25m of mid yellowish brown
subsoil. This in turn was overlying the natural geology which was seen in section for
0.05m.

4.1.3 No finds were recovered from the excavation. The only finds observed were modern
ceramics from hardcore that forms the early 20" Century trackway.

5 DiscussioN AND CONCLUSIONS

5.1.1 No archaeological features were observed during the excavation. The discovery of a
palaeochannel was expected considering the placement of the work and had no
archaeological artrefacts within it.
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Figure 1: Site location




Plate 2: Working shot of service trench excavated through farm trackway.
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